	Political/scientific/economic events
	
	crown
	born/died
	published/

cultural event

	
	500AD
	
	
	

	515 Saxons halted
	510
	
	
	

	
	520
	
	
	

	Circa 536 tree rings indicate significant environmental event. Volcanic eruptions 536, 539/40. Possibly 547. 
Extreme weather caused the most severe cooling in the Northern Hemisphere for  2000 years. Widespread crop failures and famines.


	530
	
	
	

	See above – 542 traditional date for death of Arthur. 543 bubonic plague arrives, probably through Marseille
	540
	
	542 - Arthur (see left)

	

	50 Byzantine re-conquest of Italy
	550
	
	
	

	563 St. Columb in Iona


	560
	
	
	

	
	570
	
	570 + Mhd
	

	587 Augustine in London 

589 reunion of China
	580
	
	
	

	593 printing press in China
597 St. Augustine in Kent
	590
	
	
	

	604 foundation of London bishopric and St Paul’s


	600
	
	605 - Augustin of Canterbury
	

	610-32 Koran ‘revealed’
618 Tang dynasty begins
	610
	
	
	

	622 flight into Medina
	620
	
	
	

	38 Muslim armies take Jerusalem
	630
	
	632 - Mhd (Abbu Bakr succeeds)
	

	41 Moslems in Persia

43 in Alexandria
	640
	
	
	

	650 Slavs now occupy all Balkans; Caliph ‘Uthman decided a text of Koran should be compiled
	650
	
	
	757 - 80 range of dates for Caedmon’s hymn.

	663 Roman Christianity overcomes Celtic version
	660
	
	
	

	672 reference to ‘port’ of London
	670
	
	
	

	
	680
	
	
	

	
	690
	
	
	

	
	700
	
	
	earliest date for making of Beowolf?

	711 Moslems in Spain and Carthage (Tarik bin Zihad takes 7000 men through rock named after him (Jabal Tarik = Gilbraltar)
	710
	
	
	

	
	720
	
	
	

	732 Moslems in Tours
	730
	
	
	735 Bede’s Death Song

	
	740
	
	748+ Charlemagne
	

	
	750
	
	
	

	763 very bad winter – bread shortage, fires etc.
	760
	
	
	

	
	770
	
	
	

	782 – possibly 4,500 Saxon prisoners beheaded in one day by Charlemagne at Verden (Northern Saxony)
	780
	
	85 - Haroun - al - Rashid in Baghdad
	

	793 Viking sack of Lindisfarne

795 end of Mercian dominance of England


	790
	
	795 or 96 - Offa
	

	800 Charlmagne Holy Roman Emporer . Start of higher temperatures (-1200 AD). In 800s gunpowder invented by Chinese, spreading slowly through Arabs to Mongols by 13thC..
	800


	802 House of Cedric - Egbert king of West Saxons
	
	

	813 Egbert invades Cornwall
	810
	
	 14 - Charle

magne
	

	
	820
	829 overlord of England and Wales
	
	

	
	830


	839 Ethelwulf
	
	

	841 Moslems in Italy

842 Vikings attack London

844 France and Germany separate states (Treaty of Verdun)
	840
	
	
	

	851 Vikings  attack London again, with 350 ships onThames
	850


	858 Ethelbald
	
	

	862 Vikings in Russia

866 Vikings in England
	860 


	860

Ethelbert 

865 Ethelred I
	
	868 first printed book in China

	874 Norsemen in Iceland
	870
	871 Alfred the Great
	
	

	85 Vikings in Paris , 86 Alfred re-takes and rebuilds London
	880
	
	
	

	892 London repels Danish fleet
	890


	899 Edward the Elder
	
	

	
	900
	
	
	

	
	910
	
	
	

	25 A defeats Cornish at Hingeston  Down (nera Celstock)

28 Slavs lose Brandenburg to Henry the Fowler, 1sr Saxon Holy Roman Emporer
	920
	924 Athelstan
	29 -Wenceslas in Bohemia
	

	
	930


	939 Edmund Ist 
	
	

	
	940


	946 E1 assassinated - Edred
	
	

	959 fire in London and St Paul’s burned
	950


	955 Edwy

959 Edgar
	
	

	
	960
	
	
	

	
	970


	975 Edward the Younger

978

EY assassinated Ethelred II - The Unraed
	
	

	82 Norsemen in Greeland
	980
	
	
	

	91 Danegeld instituted

94 Danes’ seige of Lonbon

99 Norse army in West Country
	990
	
	
	

	Leif Ericson in America
	10

00
	
	
	mss of Beowolf?


Extent of slavery – Swedes dealt with Samarkand and Vikings had coins from central Asia. Defeated slavs (origin of word slave) sent west, many as eunuchs for Spanish market, 900 Italians in one consignment to Egypt (In Search of the Dark Ages – Michael Wood pg 178)  

